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Growing up in White Oak, PA, Maguire remembers having always been a builder of
sarts; whether il was Legose and blocks, or treehouses and farts, he spent his time
creating and designing. His skill at design, as well as drawing and analytical thinking

made his choice of career path seem like a no-brainer. He enrolled in the rigorous

and challenging architecture program at Carnegie Mellen University, He recalls it
beng the first time he learned how 1o truly think and create. “Up o that pant,
school was all aboul retention, learning facts and reciting them for your next test
Architectural problem solving is very open-ended and subjective, 5o the ‘solutions
o archilecturai problems couldn’t be found in a bopk, you had to creale them - and

gften from a blank page.’

After finishing his studies, Maguire dedicated himself lo meaningful progress in

Pittsburgh neighborhoods. His Tirst development project, the G-Lofls in Lawrenceville

was an opporiumity for um to utilize a wide
range of skills, both crealively and in the
context of business and management. In
addition to designing, he also handled the
entitlements from the city arrangad 1he
hinances, bought and sold properly, and
hired his own contractors. Maguire wanted
o create, from scralch, truly dynamic
spaces thal were memorable and unigue
Working with very parmow lots, ‘he ulilized
height and light exposure o I,'Jﬂﬂlj_-:r! apen
spaces. ~The houses are only 18" wide,” said
Maguire, reflecting on this project, “in order
[0 make them feel bigger, | cul a hole rght
through the middle of the house thal leads
all the way up to the roof, where there are

skylights, The staircase wraps aropnd this

central atrium space, which is flooded with
natural light. | decided te I:|'.55.‘| afl this mult-
level atrium/slaircase w!ll. a rooftop deck
that has -'53-|'-;|rr'--l-..~\-.--|:-w5 toward downtown
Pitls
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As far as style is concerned, Maguire places
a strong emphasis on open plan living and
strang outdoor conneclions when working
residentially. He aims to create spaces thal
rely on a logical scale, proportion, and flow
Style can be groomed and adjusted once the
“bones™ are just right. He is also a proponent
of keeping things simple. "lt's a process
of rehining or editing down o the essence
of what the project should be. Finding the
piece that every project has, which is the
soul of the project... Maybe i's a killer view
aul toward the city, or a unigue slaircase, or
I

a show-stopping kitchen. My goal is to find

thal spec

fic aspect and then strip away
the elements that hide or interfere with
that experience, It's about exemplifying the

positives and downplaying the negatives

Maguire continues o ba ('rl!:-||I\.:'|:|‘:,- Inspdred
day-by-day Whether considering the
ingenuity of the baffling land use on the chlfs
of the Amall coast, or—a true Pittsburgher

the harmony and inventiveness of

letling

Frank Lioyd Wright's Fallingwater capture

S I'I‘.i-]gl'l;-l“:_il'. the cogs in his mind are

constantly turning. And what is his ideal

2ct? "That's easy!” says Maguire. "|'ve
Always wanted o design my own house,”
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Mavbe it’s a killer view out toward the city, or a
unique staircase, or a ,s';"mu‘—x.l’r;.,u‘,':rfnlﬂ' kitehen. My

goal is to find that specific aspect and then strip

away the elements that hide or interfere with that
experience. It's about exemplifving the positives and
downplaying the negatives.
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